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Lee Myers, DTSC 

From: Robert Wise, OSC 

Date: 

Reporting 
Period: 

6/21/2016 

06/19-20/2016 

1. Introduction 

1.1 Background 

Site Number: Contract Number: 

D.O. Action Memo 
Number: Date: 

Response CERCLA Response Type: Emergency 
Authority: 

Response EPA Incident Removal 
Lead: Category: Action 

NPL Status: Non Operable Unit: 
NPL 

Mobilization 6/14/2016 Start Date: 6/14/2016 
Date: 

Demob Date: Completion Date: 

CERCLIS RCRIS ID: 
ID: 

ERNS No.: State Notification: 

FPN#: Reimbursable 
Account#: 

1.1.1 Incident Category 

Magnesium fire at a metal recycling and stripping company. 

1.1.2 Site Description 

On June 14, 2016 at approximately 0200 hours, a fire started 
at Panda International Trading (PIT) located at 3570 
Fruitland Ave., Maywood, CA. Fruitland Ave. is a 
commercial/light manufacturing district. The facility holds 
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2. Current Activities 

2.1 Operations Section 

. th fi · t 1 300 r·E:~:-6·:·P·e~~~~;·I-Pri~;~~-i 

L1;~~~~::~~~:¥~ti~t'f:~~~fi~ ~~t§~~i~~~~;~i 
i_ ~'-':.-~.-~.~.~!.~?.-"-.~~. ~!.!.Y_~.?.Y...J t borders t e site hav remained 

vacuated due to he prese ce of ash th oughout t e 
roperties. Appr ximately 1 families r main ev cuated and 
re staying at a R d Cross helter. 

he site is locate at 3570 ruitland Av ., Mayw od, Los 
ngeles Co., CA 90702 (L titude: 33.9 61640 
ongitude: -118. 011630). On the sou em fenc line of the 

ite is a residenti 1 neighbo hood of sin le family homes. To 
he north, east an west is re light ind stry. 

1.1.3 Preiiminar Remov I Assessme t/Remo I Site 
nspection Resu ts 

See POLREP No 1. 

.1.1 Narrative 

P A has mobiliz d to an o going fire i 
une 14, 2016. e fire sta ed early o 

14, 2016 at 3570 Fruitland Ave., May 
ddress included scrap m tal export b siness a a 
recious metals r covery b siness. Th fire ignit d 
pproximately 1 ,000 pou ds of magn ium ing s stored at 
he scrap metal e porter. uring firefi hting ope ations, the 

agnesium expl ded sever 1 times afte contact ith the 
1refighting wate . Appro imately 300 people w re 
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evacuated from t[~~----~~----~--~ ~~-r~~-~~-~--~~~v~_~y ________ _M ywood. 
No injuries are reported b t the South oast Air uality 
Management District (AQ D) has issu d a smo e advisory 
and are assessing possible xic conce s and res onding to 
odor complaints. The EPA initiated an ir sampli g program 
that documented elevated 1 vels of part culates c mmonly 
associated with smoke and race levels f heavy etals 
including copper, zinc, chr me, cadmiu and lea . 

The fire was extinguished y June 16, 016, but sh is 
strewn throughout the neig borhood, o surfaces of 
uildings, cars as well as i yards and p rking 

areas. Sampling by EPA h e documen ed that th ash 
contains elevated levels of opper and iJ1.c_as_we l..as..irar...e. _____ ; 

· f h 1 H ! Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy ! concentratiOns o ot er me s. omes IL--.,~'"'"~=='"'"~'"'"'"'"'"'"'~-·J 

~!r.~~t__h_a.:y~-1?.~~1!:-.~~9_C..~l!P.ie but homes n th~-~·~-~~- ~·~~o~~~~~;~~c~_i 
i~J!!..:!.;.~~~~!!.a~~~.'!C:~.,--.-b in evacuat d pendin safe 
occupancy determinations y LA Coun health fficials. 

Th
1 
ere ~re a tothal of 44 resi

1 
~~~-~~-.!~~t-~ --~-~-?.~-~~-- ~?)_~~.! __ tfho . 

re ocatwn on t e 1 7 parce :,--,~-~--~~.!;.~.- ~o;.r~~"~~acy ·-~-r-·- IS 

represents approx 200 indi iduals. Rep rtedly ne rly all of 
the properties were assesse by Exide a d most ere 
remediated but exact numb rs and loca · ons have not been 
confirmed. 

The Unified Command for he site incl des EPA, LACoFD 
and LACoPH. There are a umber of c operatin agencies 
as well. Command priorif s include I formatio sharing w 
impacted public and electe officials, s urce cont ol and 
stabilization, and property rotection a d mitigati n (site 
security). 

On June 16, 2016 OSC Ro ert Wise uti ized his elegated 
rocurement authority to d" patch theE RS cont actor to 

conduct emergency remov 1 action. E A is parti ipating in 
an Unified Command with HMD and ACoPH 

2.1.2 Response Actions to Date 

une 19,2016 
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PA,U Agencies Present: E 
Vernon Fire Depart 
(VPD), Los Angele 

ment (\ 
s Co. S1 

Contractors Present : STAI 

or cond The ERRS contract 
Street and cars on th 
ressure washed an 
ash. The water w 

staged in front of th 
ouchers for a car w 

contractor also pum 
truck ramp on the fa 

e nortb 
d theca 
as colle 
e site. 
ash at 

ped out 
cility. 

rdPST The U.S. Coast Gua 
nified Command a 

Planning Section Ch 
s their 
ief. 

une 20, 2016 

Agencies Present: E 
VPD, LACoSD and 

PA,U~ 

DTSC 

Contractors Present : STAI 

or bega The ERRS contract 
to provide access in 
DTSC OCI in gettin 
observation of the a 

to the s 
g acce~ 
sh atm 

lanning operations for res 

une 21.2016 

Agencies Present: E 
VPD, LACoSD and 

PA,U~ 

DTSC 

Contractors Present : STAI 

elude a Operations today in 
in the bum impacted 
to be collected from 
cleanup job walks ( 
most heavily impac 
cleanup plans. 

area. 
streets 

wERR 
ted horr 

~CG, LACo 
FD), Verno 
eriffs (LAC 

T, ERRS,~ 

1cted decon 
side of the 
s were giVe 
ted and pla 

llie car's ow 
local facili 

contaminatt 

and IMAT 1 
cident Site ~ 

CG, LACo 

T, ERRS, S 

to manage 
te. EPA pre 
s to the site. 
mber ofhon 
dential clea 

CG, LACo 

T, ERRS, S 

plying soil 
mall pocke 
in a touch u 
contracton 

es (approx ~ 

~D, LAC< PH, 
~Police I epartment 
pSD) and DTSC 

ERAS 

~minatior of52nd 
treet. Th street was 
~ alowpr essure 
edina fr c tank 
~ers were provided 
~- TheE ~RS 
d water f om the 

as integn ted into the 
afety Off cer and the 

~D, LAC< PH, VFD, 

~RAS 

he waste on the site 
vided ass stance to 
Based or the visible 
es, EPA s beginning 
up opera ons. 

~D, LAC< PH, VFD, 

~RAS 

ealant to debris pile 
s of ash" ill continue 
p fashion. Property 
) are set t ) begin at 
) to estab ish yard 
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Frac tank sampling occurred today to e1 sure that ~ollected 
~astewater can be discharged. A Viper system (data 
acquisition system) has be n established for air r onitoring 
for particulates around the )erimeter. Iu door air s :tmpling in 
!homes and soil sampling in yards will r sume ton orrow. 
The OSC has requested cm sultation wi h A TSDI and a 
regional toxicologist. 

A public meeting was held at the local lrMCA fo 
evacuees. They are stayin:; in a local botel willl e extended 
through next Wednesday u der auspice~ of Coun y 
emergency management. OSC Wise ga e three irterviews. 

2.1.3 Enforcement Activi1 es, Identicy of Poten ially 
Responsible Parties (PRP ) 

OSC Wise issued a Notice )[Federal R~sponse P ction to 
Mr. Pan on June 15, 2016 r otifying hirr of his liability and 
requesting he conduct cleat up operatio s. He ret lied on 
June 17, 2016 that he was r~fusing to c< nduct the grounds of 
financial inability. 

2.1.4 Progress Metrics 

Waste 
Stream 

Medium Quant tyManifesft Treatm ntDispos 
# 
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2.2 Planning Section 

2.2.1 Anticipate' Activiti s 

Activities for Jun ~ 22, 201( will includ continua ion of 
application of the soil seala nt, indoor ai samplin in the 
homes, collection of any re idual ash st ll present around 
cars that were no moved o Sunday us ng aHEP A vacuum 
and continued me nag em en of the site 1= ile. 

2.2.1.1 Planned ~espouse Activities 

Removal operatic ns will in lude the fol owmg: 

• Assessment of the ev cuated hom Fs; 
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2.3 Logistics Section 

2.4 Finance Section 

.-~·-·-·-·-·-·_l?._e._~-~~t_'l:~i-~-~!.~<?.P_.9..f.!~_e.__?.:<?.~~-s __ 9._~.-~~-~-P9..~?.:._s_i~e if 
i Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy ~-

• 'Xsse_s_s-illelit oriiie-s"Ii" ;-·alice·-·-·-·-·-·- -·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·- -·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·" 
• Removal of hazardou substances from the ite. 

2.2.2 Issues 

• Securing ac ~ess to tht homes; 
• Determinin Pan actio level for re pccupanc . EPA is 

working wi hATSDF andLACol H to esta Jlish this 
level; and 

• Contaminat on in the :surrounding businesses . 

uACoPH is servi ~gas the ogistics Se< tion Chie for the 
Unified Cornman ~- TheEl RS contrac or is hanc ling 
ogistics for EPA 

See POLREP No 1. An ar 1endment fo the STA RTTDD 
was submitted an ~approve d. A TO an endment .cor ERRS 
has been submittt d and has been appro ed. 

Estimated Costs Budgete [J Total To Remain· ng 0/o 
Date Remainin~ 

Extramural Costs 

ERRS- $400,00( .$ID7 5, 000.0 P$225,oo< .0056.25% 
Cleanup 
Contractor 

lAGs- PST $15,000. )0 $0.00 $15,000. )0100.00% 

TAT/START $149,28( .$tl9,202.00 $70,078. )0 46.94% 

Intramural Costs 

USEPA- $0.00 $6,000.00 ($6,000. 0) 0.00% 
Direct 

Total Site $564,28( .$060,202.0 p$304,07~ .0053.89% 
Costs 

* The above accounting of expenditures is an estimate based 
on figures known to the OSC at the time this report was 
written. The OSC does not necessarily receive specific 
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2.5 Other Command Staff 

3. Participating Entities 

3.1 Unified Command 

figures on final payments made to any contractor(s). Other 
financial data which the OSC must rely upon may not be 
entirely up-to-date. The cost accounting provided in this 
report does not necessarily represent an exact monetary 
figure which the government may include in any claim for 
cost recovery. 

2.5.1 Safety Officer 

The SSO is the PST. 

2.5.2 Liaison Officer 

The Liaison Officer is being staffed by LACoPH. The CIC 
function has been placed under the Liaison Officer. An 
EPA CIC has been dispatched. 

2.5.3 Information Officer 

The PIO for the site is LACoPH. A JIC has been set up on
site. EPA has deployed two press officers. 

The Unified Commanders are EPA, LACoFD HHMS and LACoPH. 

3.2 Cooperating Agencies 

DTSC, DPSS, LACoOEM, LACoSD, VFD,VPD, SCAQMD, LACoiSD; DTSC, EPA CID, 
City of Maywood, City of Vernon. 

4. Personnel On Site 

June 19, 2016: 

EPA OSC: 1 

EPAERT: 1 

USCG PST: 1 

USCGIMAT: 1 

START: 3 

SERAS: 2 
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ERRS: 9 

June 20, 2016: 

EPA OSC: 2 

EPAERT: 1 

USCG PST: 1 

USCGIMAT: 1 

START: 3 

SERAS: 2 

ERRS: 9 

June 21, 2016: 

EPA OSC: 4 

EPAERT: 1 

USCG PST: 1 

USCGIMAT: 2 

START: 3 

SERAS: 2 

ERRS: 9 

5. Definition of Terms 

AQMD: South Coast Air Quality Management Distict 

CERCLA: Comprehensive Environmental Response Compensation and Liability Act 

CFR: Code ofFederal Regulations 

CIC: Community Information Coordinator 

Co.: County 
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DPSS: Department of Public Social Services 

DTSC: Department of Toxic Substance 

EPA: Environmental Protection Agency 

ERRS: Emergency and Rapid Removal Services (EPA Contractor) 

ER T: Environmental Response Team 

HCN: Hydrogen Cyanide 

HHMD: Health Hazardous Materials Division 

IMA T: Incident Management Team 

LACoFD: Los Angeles County Fire Department 

LA CoO EM: Los Angeles County Office of Emergency Management 

LACoPH: Los Angeles County Public Health 

LACoSD: Los Angeles County Sheriffs Department 

NCP: National Contingency Plan ( 40 CFR 300) 

OSC: On--Scene Coordinator 

OSHA: Occupational Safety and Health Administration 

PEL: Permissible Exposure Limit 

PES: Patriot Environmental Services 

PRP: Potentially Responsible Party 

PST: Pacific Strike Team 

PIT: Panda International Trading Co. 

RM: Removal Manager 

SERAS: Science, Engineering, Response and Analytical Support contractor 

SOKOR: SOKOR Metals 
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START: Superfund Technical Assessment Response Team contractor 

TDD: Technical Direction Document 

TO: Task Order 

TTLC: Total Threshold Limit Concentration 

USCG: US Coast Guard 

VFD: Vernon Fire Department 

VOCs: Volatile Organic Compounds 

VPD: Vernon Police Department 

XRF: X-Ray Fluorescence Spectrometer 

6. Additional sources of information 

6.1 Internet location of additional information/report 

The website for this site is located www.epaosc.org/FruitlandMgFire. 

6.2 Reporting Schedule 

The next POLREP will be June 23, 2016. 

7. Situational Reference Materials 

See the lAPs in Documents Section. 
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